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TOROS UNIVERSITESI

Toros Universitesi, Mersin Egitim Vakfi (MEV) tarafindan 2009 yilinda kurulmus
olup 1964 yilinda kurulan Ozel Toros Okullari egitim geleneginin son halkasidir. Toros
Universitesi 2010-2011 Egitim Ogretim yilinda ilk §grencilerini alarak faaliyete ge¢mistir.

Gegmisinden aldig1 sorumluluk ve deneyim ile bugiin sadece bir tiniversite degil; bir fikrin, bir
kiiltiiriin adi olan Toros Universitesi, kent merkezinde yer alan kampiisleri ile Dogu Akdeniz’in
incisi Mersin’de bir sehir iiniversitesi olarak “Egitimin Otesinde, Yasamun Icinde” sloganiyla
hedeflerine hizli adimlarla yiirtimektedir.

Yarim asirlik Mersin Egitim Vakfinin ve Toros Okullari'nin koklii egitim geleneginin
yiiksekdgretime uzantisi olan Toros Universitesi, gii¢lii akademik kadrosu ve egitim-ogretim
programlariyla gelecegin tasarimina katkida bulunan, uluslararas: diizeyde taninmis bir tiniversite
olma yolunda hedefine hizh adimlarla yiiriimektedir. Mevcut durumda, 4 fakiilte, 1 enstitii, 3
yitksekokul biinyesinde 17 Lisans, 21 On Lisans ve 13 Lisansiistii béliim/programlarda egitim-
ogretimini stirdirmektedir.

Sehir merkezinde modern kampiisleri, katilimci tiniversite anlayisi, sanayi/sektor isbirligi ile en
az bir yarryillik uygulamali egitim, mezunlari ve paydaslari ile giiglii isbirlikleri, yiizde yiiz
yabanci dille egitim gibi yenilik¢i mekanizmalar Toros Universitesi'ni gelecege tagtyan dnemli
kilometre taglaridir.



TOROS UNIVERSTY

Toros University was founded in 2009 by the Mersin Education Foundation (MEV) and
represents the latest link in the educational tradition of the Private Toros Schools, which were

established in 1964. The university began its academic activities by admitting its first students in
the 2010-2011 academic year.

Drawing on the responsibility and experience of its past, today Toros University is not only a
university but also the name of an idea and a culture. With its campuses located in the city center
of Mersin, the pearl of the Eastern Mediterranean, it continues its journey as an urban university
under the motto “Beyond Education, Within Life.”

As the extension of the half-century-long educational tradition of the Mersin Education
Foundation and Toros Schools into higher education, Toros University is steadily advancing
toward its goal of becoming an internationally recognized institution. With its strong academic
staft and educational programs, it contributes to shaping the future. Currently, the university
offers education in 4 faculties, 1 institute, and 3 schools, comprising 17 undergraduate, 21
associate degree, and 13 graduate programs.

Modern campuses in the city center, a participatory university approach, industry/sector
collaborations that include at least one semester of practical training, strong ties with alumni and
stakeholders, and mechanisms such as 100% foreign-language education are among the
milestones that carry Toros University into the future.



ONSOZ

Cumbhuriyet, yalnizca bir tarih degil; bir 151k, bir nefes, bir 6zgiirliik sarkisidir. O 151k, sanatin
evrensel diliyle birlestiginde, sinirlari agan bir yankiya déniisiir. Bugiin Giiliim Ozveren Sanat
Galerisinde agilan bu sergj, iste o yankinin en giiglii 6rnegidir.

On iki farkli iilkeden sanat¢inin elli yedi eseri, farkl kiiltiirlerin 6zgiin bakis agilarini bir araya
getiriyor. Her eser, kendi iilkesinin tarihinden, geleneklerinden ve ¢agdas yorumlarindan
beslenirken; birlikte sergilendiklerinde evrensel bir diyalog yaratiyor. Bu diyalog, sanatin barisa,
dostluga ve ortak gelecege dair sdylemini giiglendiriyor.

Sanat, Cumhuriyet’in ruhunu tasir: cesareti, yeniligi, umudu... Bu sergi, yalnizca bir bulusma
degil; ayn1 zamanda bir kutlama, bir siikran ifadesi, bir gelecege dair inangtir. Burada sergilenen
her eser, barisin ve dayanigsmanin birer simgesi olarak, bizlere ortak bir hayalin miimkiin
oldugunu fisildiyor.

Toros Universitesi olarak bizler, sanatin déniistiiriicii giiciine ve uluslararasi etkilegimin yaratici
zenginligine inaniyoruz. Fakiiltemiz, 6grencilerimizi yalnizca teknik becerilerle degil; aym
zamanda farkli kiiltiirlerle iletisim kurabilen, evrensel degerleri benimseyen bireyler olarak
yetistirmeyi amagliyor. Bu sergi, bu vizyonun somut bir yansimasidur.

Bugiin burada sergilenen eserler, yalnizca estetik bir deneyim degil; ayni zamanda kiiltiirleraras:
bir bulugma, farkliliklarin uyum iginde var olabileceginin kanitidir. Sanatgilar, kendi iilkelerinden
getirdikleri 6zgiin sesleriyle ortak bir senfoni yaratryorlar.

Bu sergiye katki sunan tiim sanatgilara, emegi gecen meslektaslarima ve 6grencilerimize tesekkiir
ediyorum. Hep birlikte sanatin evrensel dilinde bulusarak, sinirlar1 agan bir gelecege dogru
ilerleyelim.

Prof.Dr. Ugurcan Akytiiz
Toros Universitesi GSTMF Dekani



FOREWORD

The Republic is not merely a date in history; it is a light, a breath, a song of freedom. When that
light merges with the universal language of art, it becomes an echo that transcends borders. The
exhibition opening today at the Giiliim Ozveren Art Gallery is one of the strongest examples of
that echo.

Fifty-seven works by artists from twelve different countries bring together the unique
perspectives of diverse cultures. Each piece draws inspiration from its nation’s history, traditions,
and contemporary interpretations; yet when exhibited together, they create a universal dialogue.
This dialogue strengthens art’s message of peace, friendship, and a shared future.

Art carries the spirit of the Republic: courage, innovation, hope... This exhibition is not only a
gathering, but also a celebration, an expression of gratitude, and a belief in the future. Each work
displayed here whispers to us that a common dream is possible, symbolizing peace and solidarity.

At Toros University, we believe in the transformative power of art and the creative richness of
international exchange. Our faculty aims to educate students not only with technical skills, but
also as individuals who can communicate across cultures and embrace universal values. This
exhibition is a tangible reflection of that vision.

The works presented today are not merely an aesthetic experience; they are also a cultural
encounter, proof that differences can coexist in harmony. The artists, with the unique voices they
bring from their homelands, create a shared symphony.

I extend my gratitude to all the artists who contributed to this exhibition, as well as to my
colleagues and students who devoted their efforts. Together, let us unite in the universal
language of art and move toward a future that transcends boundaries.

Prof. Dr. Ugurcan Akytiz
Dean, Faculty of Fine Arts, Design and Architecture
Toros University



TESEKKUR

Cumbhuriyet’in 102. yilinda, Toros Universitesinin ev sahipliginde ger¢eklestirilen Cumhuriyet
Uluslararasi Karma Sergisinin davetli kiiratorii olmaktan biiyiik bir onur duyuyorum. Bu sergi,
Anadolu’da sanat aracilifiyla sekillenen aydinlanma diisiincesini, cagdas bir perspektifle yeniden
ele almay1 amaglayan bir bulugsma alani olarak kurgulanmigstir. Cumhuriyet’in ilani, siyasal bir
doniisiim olmanin 6tesinde, kiiltiirel, diisinsel ve estetik alanlarda siirekliligi koruyan bir
modernlesme siirecinin baglangicidur.

Atatiirktin “Sanatsiz kalan bir milletin hayat damarlarindan biri kopmus demektir” s6zi, kiltiir
politikalarinin temelini olusturmustur. Sanat egitiminin kurumsallagmasi, tiretimin
desteklenmesi ve sanatin kamusal alanda goriiniir kilinmasi, Anadolu'nun koklii kiiltiirel
birikiminin ¢agdas estetik anlayislarla bulusmasina olanak saglamistir. Bu baglamda sanat,
yalnizca estetik bir tiretim alan1 degil; diistinsel doniistimiin, elestirel bilincin ve modernlesme
idealinin tasiyicisi olarak konumlanmigtir.

Toros Universitesi Giizel Sanatlar, Tasarim ve Mimarlik Fakiiltesinin degerli katkilariyla, Giilim
Ozveren Sanat Galerisi'nde gerceklesen bu sergi; Cumhuriyet’in 6zgiirliikgii ve yenilik¢i ruhunu,
sanatmn evrensel dili araciligiyla gorunir kilmay: hedeflemektedir. Farkli cografyalardan otuz yedi
seckin sanat¢inin, elli yedi eserle yer aldig1 bu sergi, kendilerine 6zgii kiiltiirel ve estetik
yaklagimlarini ortak bir baglamda bulusturmaktadir. Her bir eser, beslendigi kiiltiirel arka plani
yansitirken, birlikte ele alindiginda sinirlar: agsan bir anlati sunmakta; izleyiciyi kiiltiirel gesitlilik,
yaraticilik ve 6zgiinliik kavramlarini gagdas sanat pratikleri tizerinden yeniden diisiinmeye davet
etmektedir.

Bu anlamli serginin gergeklesmesinde emegi gecen tiim sanatgilara igtenlikle tesekkiir ederim.
Farkl iilkelerden katilimcilarin 6zgiin tiretimleri, Cumhuriyet’in ilerlemeci ruhunu, ¢agdaslasma
idealini ve gelecege doniik bakisini daha da goriiniir kilmaktadir. Ayrica bu sergiye ev sahipligi
yapan Toros Universitesi Giizel Sanatlar, Tasarim ve Mimarlik Fakiiltesi'ne ve Giiliim Ozveren
Sanat Galerisine destekleri i¢in siikranlarimi sunarim.

Cumbhuriyet Uluslararasi Karma Sergisi, yalnizca bir sergi olmanin 6tesinde; sanatin birlestirici
giictine duyulan ortak inancin, Cumhuriyet’in kazanimlarina yonelik bir sayg: durusunun ve
gelecege dair umudun ifadesi olarak izleyiciyle bulusmaktadir.

Dog¢.Dr. Ozlem Uslu
Kiirator



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

On the 102nd anniversary of the Turkish Republic, I am deeply honored to serve as the invited
curator of the Republic International Mixed Exhibition, hosted by Toros University. This
exhibition has been conceived as a meeting ground that reinterprets, from a contemporary
perspective, the enlightenment thought shaped through art in Anatolia. The proclamation of the
Republic was not only a political transformation, but also the beginning of a modernization
process that has maintained continuity in cultural, intellectual, and aesthetic domains.

Atatiirk’s words, “A nation deprived of art means that one of its vital veins has been severed,” formed
the foundation of cultural policies. The institutionalization of art education, the support of
artistic production, and the visibility of art in public spaces have enabled Anatolia’s deep-rooted
cultural heritage to meet contemporary aesthetic understandings. In this context, art has been
positioned not merely as a field of aesthetic production, but as a carrier of intellectual
transformation, critical awareness, and the ideal of modernization.

With the valuable contributions of Toros University’s Faculty of Fine Arts, Design and
Architecture, this exhibition at the Giiliim Ozveren Art Gallery aims to make visible the
Republic’s spirit of freedom and innovation through the universal language of art. Thirty-seven
distinguished artists from different geographies, with fifty-seven works, bring together their
unique cultural and aesthetic approaches in a shared context. Each work reflects the cultural
background from which it is nourished, and when considered collectively, presents a narrative
that transcends borders—inviting the audience to reconsider concepts of cultural diversity,
creativity, and originality through contemporary art practices.

I sincerely thank all the artists whose efforts made this meaningful exhibition possible. The
unique productions of participants from difterent countries further highlight the progressive
spirit of the Republic, its ideal of modernization, and its forward-looking vision. I also extend my
gratitude to Toros University’s Faculty of Fine Arts, Design and Architecture and to the Giilim
Ozveren Art Gallery for their support in hosting this exhibition.

The Republic International Mixed Exhibition is more than just an exhibition; it is an expression
of shared faith in the unifying power of art, a tribute to the achievements of the Republic, and a
manifestation of hope for the future.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ozlem Uslu
Curator
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